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The Annual Review of Best Designs in Latvian Architecture is held for the 18th time. Year by year it has grown in scale and significance turning into a welcomed and highly respected event among architects and general public as well. The submitted entries allow assessing the previous year in architecture as regards building typology, geography, scale and above all – architectural quality. Now every spring we follow the events and the work of the National and International Juries, learning about the shortlisted and awarded entries which are the best projects (relatively perhaps) of the previous year. 
According to tradition, the event has been jointly organised by the Architects’ Association, last year’s prize-winners and supporters. Thus, the group of organisers included Liene Griezīte, Reinis Liepiņš, Mārtiņš Ķibilds, Artis Zvirgzdiņš, Judīte Skujiņa, Ilze Danelsone and other colleagues. We wanted to raise the prestige of the Review among the architects and to address the public making the event larger in scale and deeper in content. In order to reach this aim, in addition to the usual proceeding, the Review now includes seminars that allow getting to know better the architects comprising the International Jury; video interviews with the authors of all entries selected for the second round; a complete catalogue of the Review reflecting more thoroughly architects’ ideas, personalities and attitude. The National Jury was expected to do its best while evaluating the submitted projects and defining certain criteria that may later be incorporated into the Regulation. A more efficient cooperation with mass media and sponsors resulted in larger awareness of the public of the current processes in architecture.

And, of course, it would be marvellous if the gala night of the Review would be a festive occasion for all architects! After days and months spent creating architecture, it is just a single day in a year. On average, architects spend five to seven, sometimes even twenty years, but no less than two years of their life designing buildings. During this time, the architect step by step walks through the entire cycle – from the first conversation and a search for creative ideas till the moment when people start moving into buildings and neighbourhoods. What comes between is urban and social awareness, a search for structural solutions and balancing the budget, compliance with various legislative requirements and hard work during the construction process. The ability to combine various different aspects creating an entirety that can also exude emotion, thus creating the added value, is the basic skill the architect requires.
Architecture is a mirror reflecting society’s way of thinking. Architecture keeps evidence of its time in a materialised form. To meet the current needs of people, the architect must be able to feel what the future holds. At the same time the created architecture itself can change people's views and perceptions and influence the public opinion. Architecture is not merely buildings, it is also part of our cultural identity and national economy. Good architecture creates the environment that attracts people who want to belong to it and live in harmony being part of their time and place.
The Annual Review should be a festive occasion for architects and celebrate good architecture that inspires and evokes pride!
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